
CULTURAL INSTITUTIONS AND CREATIVE RESOCIALIZATION – GOOD PRACTICES  

What paths towards creative resocialization are there? How can cultural institutions 
provide support in this context? On what principles is such cooperation based? What form 
does it take? Below we present some of the good practices implemented by the Detention 
Centre in Katowice – one of the units most dynamically operating in this area in Poland.  

Major Wojciech Brzoska – an educator for cultural and educational matters, privately a poet 
and musician – has been responsible for the organization of cultural events at the Katowice 
detention centre and its cooperation with cultural institutions for eighteen years now. Apart 
from the work typical of prison services, such as running a library, organizing a day room, 
looking after the bookbindery and running interest clubs, the major has also been taking 
numerous initiatives, primarily based on cooperation with various cultural institutions from 
the region.  

Cooperation with the Katowice JazzArt Festival  

The JazzArt Festival is an event that has been organized since 2012 in connection with the 
celebration of the UNESCO International Jazz Day by Katowice – the City of Gardens, a city 
hall cultural institution. What makes this festival stand out is its interdisciplinary, bold and 
experimental approach to jazz as well as its combination with other fields of art, non-obvious 
concert spaces and various musical genres. Moreover, the organizers of the festival put an 
emphasis on the social aspect of this very event. Therefore every year its programme is 
enriched with numerous workshops, discussion panels, but also concerts for the inmates of 
the Katowice detention centre. Owing to such cooperation, for six year now concerts of 
famous musicians have been taking place in the corridor of a historic, 19th-century building 
where women are held. Among the originally sounding artists who have performed there 
are: a New York quartet Abraxas that presented their own interpretation of pieces from the 
“Book of Angels” by the legendary John Zorn (2015), Resina – a Polish cellist creating gentle, 
dreamlike musical landscapes, and SELVHENTER – a jazz-noise-punk quartet from Denmark. 
As the prison educator himself says, the concerts that take place thanks to the festival 
organizers always cause strong emotions among the attendance – depending on the musical 
energy – from tears to dance and enthusiastic ovations. Some of those people have never 
attended a concert before, one of the women imprisoned admitted that it was while she was 
held in the detention centre that she saw a violinist perform live for the very first time. 
According to the educator, such concerts constitute a possibility of presenting a different, 
better path to take than the one that has led the inmates to the place “behind bars”, for 
instance by pointing to the new ways of spending their free time, and showing that while 
experiencing music they can vent their emotions.  

Cooperation with the Academy of Music  

Music-related activities undertaken in the Katowice detention centre are not only associated 
with concerts, of which – apart from those falling within the JazzArt Festival programme – 
major Wojciech Brzoska has organized more than 40. The unit has also been cooperating 
with the Academy of Music in Katowice for almost two years now. As part of an agreement 
between the institutions, students of music faculties conduct classes several times a year 
under the guidance of Dr Ludwika Konieczna-Nowak, the head of the Music Therapy 
Department, that are addressed to women and men held there. During the meetings, 
participants learn songs and create musical sketches together. All this serves to develop their 



interests, help them think creatively and see for themselves how important may writing 
music be in terms of expressing themselves and building good relationships.  
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Cooperation with the Academy of Fine Arts  

In this case, an impulse that commenced the cooperation that has been ongoing for three 
years now was a letter an inmate sent to the Academy, asking for drawing classes. The 
correspondence reached two lecturers – Prof. Jolanta Jastrząb and Dr Małgorzata Rozenau, 
who invited the detention centre to co-create a project titled “Druga Przestrzeń” [“A Second 
Space”]. Its aim was to animate such places as prisons, long-term care facilities and 
psychological counselling centres. The project itself covered – as requested – a series of 
drawing classes, but also a creation of a mural in the detention centre’s exercise yard, 
interpreting interpersonal relationships. A room for visits with children has also been 
repainted. The initiators of this activity made sure that the grey and cold room was 
transformed into a place that was friendly to both the children and the mothers – it has 
become colourful, and one of the walls now allows them to make chalk drawings together, 
which may help build a mother–child relationship. Another important event under the 
project was a series of meetings devoted to the meaning and power of words – during 
workshops, the initiators of the entire project chose words of significant meaning together 
with the inmates. Typographically prepared messages were afterwards placed in common 
areas of the detention centre. And so, the largest word – “human” – was placed in the central 
area above the corridors leading to the cells, a sentence “no one will step aside just for me” 
was placed in the waiting room, whereas another two – “constellations are buzzing in my 
ears” and “now I am looking at you, now I am seeing through your eyes” – may be found in 
the visitation room which is often a place where cultural events are organized. As a result, 
the space that used to be neutral now provides an impulse for personal reflection and 



reaction, which – as the initiators assumed – may form the grounds for even a smallest 
change. The aim of these workshops, as well as the entire project, was to make the 
participants look deep inside themselves, all with the help of artistic activities undertaken. 
Interestingly, some of the texts come from poems written by a poet who began writing them 
while serving his sentence in the Katowice detention centre, and who now successfully 
continues his artistic work after his release, publishing it in recognized, nationwide literary 
magazines.  

 

A waiting room in the Katowice detention centre/ photo J. Pietroczuk  

Jean Genet Poetry Competition of Poland 

Work on literature, on word, is a very important component of cultural-related interactions 
that take place in the Katowice detention centre. This is also due to more than 60 literary 
meetings that the Katowice educator has organized on his own initiative since the beginning 
of his work as well as a poetry competition that has been taking place for eleven years now, 
addressed to those held in detention centres and correctional facilities throughout the 
country. The activity was initiated by the detention centre. Nowadays it constitutes a regular 
point in the annual educational and cultural programme proposed by the very unit. It is 
coordinated by its originator - Wojciech Brzoska - and it is he who every year invites the jury 
of the competition – renowned Polish writers. Competition posters have been designed by 
artists – so far among others by Pola Dwurnik and Matylda Sałajewska. Interestingly, Jean 
Genet was chosen as the patron of the competition because he himself was once imprisoned 
in a Katowice prison, the reminiscence of which may be found in a book of his entitled “The 
Thief's Journal”. Wojciech Brzoska emphasizes that he wishes the initiative not to be seen as 



a competition devoted to prison poetry but rather, most importantly, as a full-blown literary 
competition which takes artistic value into account first. Every year, over 100 sets of poems 
from all over the country are submitted for the competition. Among the winners of the 
eleven editions of the competition so far there have also been some authors from the 
Katowice detention centre, and those encouraged to begin writing their own poetry enjoy 
attending thematic meetings as part of a poetry club. As the educator himself admits, owing 
to the systematic development of a programme devoted to literature, the inmates are more 
and more often taking advantage of poetry not only for their own use, e.g. while rewriting 
fragments of poems in their letters, but also for creative reasons, and many of the guests 
invited admitted that those were the most interesting meet-the-author sessions they have 
taken part in, for instance due to the fact of how well-read their audience was.  
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Cooperation with the Silesian Library  

Since 2015, the activities undertaken by the detention centre itself have also been 
complemented by cooperation with the Silesian Library. Owing to this cooperation, library 
employees dealing with bibliotherapy on a daily basis run a book discussion club addressed 
to both male and female inmates twice a month; in addition, so far over 100 lectures on the 
history of art have been organized on the same basis. The books are selected based on the 
reading choices made by the group as well as proposals made by those leading the meetings.  

Institute of National Remembrance  

Many of the interactions in the area of culture taking place in the detention centre are aimed 
at creative resocialization of the inmates, however, this is not the only form of cultural 
activities undertaken. This also works the other way around. The impressive building complex 
made of red brick has been entered into the register of monuments and dates back to the 



turn of the 20th century. This, in turn, makes it one of the oldest prisons in Silesia. It is 
therefore the turbulent history of these historic walls that history lessons addressed to 
Silesian schools are devoted to. Classes come to the detention centre once a month, and 
during their visits they are partially guided by the prison staff and partially by a historian – Dr 
Kornelia Banaś.  

 

 

Summary  

Cooperation between cultural institutions and the detention centre is primarily based on the 
principle of agreements made, and it quite often evolves from a single joint undertaking into 
a long-term cooperation. Usually, institutions undertake activities as part of projects and 
programmes that are in line with the mission of a given institution and fall within the scope 
of the duties of its employees. They organize – often cyclical – events that are specifically 
dedicated to that facility in cooperation with the educator dealing with cultural and 
educational matters as well as based on feedback from the interested parties. The detention 
centre is open to cooperation; it often happens that activities undertaken are 
complementary to the internal social rehabilitation programmes implemented by the 
employees of the Prison Service, owing to which the positive actions taken with a view to 
building a proper relationship between those socially maladjusted and the society are both 
multilateral and stronger. What fosters this very process is the fact that the detention centre 
comprises small educational rooms, a day room as well as basic technical equipment, hence 
the activities may be undertaken in intimate and properly adjusted conditions. Among the 
primary objectives of such activities is to make it easier for those deprived of liberty to gain 
access to culture. Another equally important aspect here is the social rehabilitation through 
culture – developing inmates’ passions, making them interested in new things, showing how 
various fields of art allow them to self-actualize themselves and express their emotions and 
feelings. This is the path to building bridges between them and the world, to building 
interpersonal relationships – both among themselves and with the relatives staying behind 
the prison walls. It is also a chance for them not to get stuck in a rut and, first and foremost, 
to break the mould already while serving their sentences. Because all of this can make their 
return to social life behind the prison walls easier. 

 

The text was based on conversations with major Wojciech Brzoska from the Detention Centre 
in Katowice.  
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